
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOTH October 2026 

Information & Contacts 
Pastor (Vacant) 
 
Church President 
Stephanie Smith 
320-766-3945 
sscdtsmith@yahoo.com  
 
Office Secretaries 
Betsy Anderson 
320-444-2425 
betsyanderson3@hotmail.com 
 
J im Ostlie 
320-444-1113 
jtostlie@yahoo.com 
 
Custodians 
Stephanie Smith – SOTH 
320-766-3945 
Gary & Connie Williams – WZ 
320-843-4417 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church (SOTH) 
201 Falcon Avenue 
Benson, MN 56215 
320-843-3408 
soth2008@live.com 
www.shepherdofthehillslc.com 
Facebook:  
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church ELCA 

West Zion Lutheran Church (WZ) 
29190 357th Avenue 
Hancock, MN 56244 
320-239-4195 
wzlutheranchurch@gmail.com 
www.westzionlutheranchurch.com 
Facebook: 
West Zion Lutheran Church 

Mly Meage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this newsletter you will find a retirement update from 
Pastor Steve and Leanne, as well as a thank you. Life 
without a pastor can be a challenge and we do pray that 
God will set us up in the interim while we seek to find a 
permanent solution. In the meantime, we need to thank our 
Church Presidents for securing pulpit supply while in this 
transition and to those pastors agreeing to hold services at 
our churches. Those include A Williams, Maddie Elliot, John 
Smith, Brad Belgum Blod and Seyward Ask. We are grateful 
for their work! 
 Continued on next page… 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks by Pastor A Williams 

mailto:sscdtsmith@yahoo.com
mailto:betsyanderson3@hotmail.com
mailto:nelsontrista3@gmail.com
mailto:soth2008@live.com
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Mly Meage Ctinued… 
Retirement Greetings from Pr. Steve & Leanne, 
 
On September 16th, our new grandson, Rush Tyler Leisinger was born, much to the delight of our 
daughter Alyssa and her husband Tyler. Rush is doing great as he awaits an expected surgery at his 
hospital in Omaha. Meanwhile, Leanne and Steve are enjoying his siblings, Ridge and Meadow, back 
at their home in Madison, SD....along with the many other joys that retirement has brought so far.  
Thanks again for all your kindness and friendship during our years with you, and for your continued 
prayers now for Rush in these coming days. 
 
In Christ - Steve & Leanne Carmany 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Calendar 

SOTH 
Sunday, October 11  9am – Worship followed by Harvest Meal & Sunday school 
Wednesday, October 14 7pm – Church Council 

Sunday, October 25  9am – Worship followed by fellowship & Sunday school 

Sunday, November 8  9am – Worship followed by fellowship & Sunday school 
Wednesday, November 11 7pm – Church Council 

Sunday, November 22 9am – Worship followed by fellowship & Sunday school 

Sunday, December 6  9am – Sunday School Christmas Program 

 
 

WEST ZION  
Sunday, October 11  11am - Worship 

Sunday, October 25  11am - Worship  

Sunday, November 8  11am – Worship 
Sunday, November 22 11am – Worship  

Sunday, December 6  11am – Worship 

 
 

EAST ZION  
Sunday, October 4  11am - Worship 

Sunday, October 18  11am - Worship  

Sunday, November 1  11am - Worship 

Sunday, November 15 11am - Worship 

Sunday, November 29 11am - Worship 

 
 

Worship services are 
live streamed on the 

Facebook page of each 
specific church. 

Search and follow East 
Zion Lutheran, West 

Zion Lutheran or 
Shepherd of the Hills 

ELCA. 
 
 Please note that with Pastor Steve’s retirement, 

volunteers are learning the live streaming process 
and it may not go according to plan! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
SARA & JON REICH, CAROL SKARSTEN & PHILIP SKARSTEN, INGA URKE,  
DARLENE DERGEN, RAY ANDERSON 
 

 
 

Schedule Aignments 
SOTH Computer Operators & Acolyte Schedule 
      Computer    Acolyte 
Sunday, October 11    Blake Larson/Betsy Anderson Jayce Reich 

Sunday, October 25     Jayce Reich/Roxanne Nelson Aletta Larson 

Sunday, November 8    Coy Kobbermann/Ryan Davidson Kinsley Trump 
Sunday, November 22    Logan Hight/Roxanne Nelson Lily Wrobleski 

Sunday, December 6    Aletta Larson/Trista Hess  Blake Larson 

 
SOTH Fellowship Schedule (PLEASE NOTE CORRECTIONS)    
Sunday, October 11 – Paul & Linda Amlie/Tom & Jane Petrak  

Sunday, October 25 –  Jesse & Lisa Kent/Lori & Larry Thompson 

Sunday, November 8 – Mark Nelson/Jeff & Leslie Jacobson   
Sunday, November 22 – Mark & Emily Showalter/Brian & Karla Showalter 
Sunday December 6 – Sunday School Christmas Program – All bring cookies to share! 
Sunday, December 20 – Dennis & Jodi Hippen/Bobby & Melissa Wrobleski 
 
SOTH Altar Guild 
October  Janine Ellingson/Laura Ostlie 
November  Joyce Lagred/Tammy Thompson 
December  Dee Baird/WELCA Officers 
January  Jenny Trump/Carrie Anderson 
February  Debbie Flatten/Ashley Skarsten 
March   Betsy Anderson/Michelle Nelson 
April   Trista Hess/Melissa Wrobleski 
May   Gail Svor/Janet Mitteness 
June   Marge Anderson/Roxanne Nelson 
July   Linda Amlie/Jane Petrak 
 
 

Please note,  
if you are unable to fulfill a scheduled duty, 

please find someone to take your place! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aouncements 
 

 
EAST ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH INFORMATION 
28745 County Road 10 
Starbuck, MN 56381 
Phone: 320-239-4195 
Email: office@eastzionlutheranchurch.org 
Interim Administrative Assistant: Mary Jo Forbord 
Custodian: Sandy Knutson, 320-843-4342 
Website: eastzionlutheranchurch.org 
Facebook: East Zion Lutheran Church 

SOTH CHURCH RENTAL 
Make sure to visit the 
website, speak with a church 
secretary or grab a facility use 
policy contract from the 
church office door to reserve 
the church, its tables and or 
chairs for your special events! 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Material for newsletters must 
be emailed to 
soth2008@live.com or 
call/text 320-444-1113 by the 
20th of each month.  

ON-LINE GIVING OPTIONS 
To make it easier to give, SOTH and West Zion have partnered with Tith.le. Tith.le offers 
automatic withdrawals from an account of your choice or from a credit card. Visit the Shepherd 
of the Hills website under giving or the West Zion website under give to learn more and sign up! 
Tith.le is recommended by the Southwest Synod of the ELCA and is notably safe! 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Announcements for 
bulletins must be emailed 
to soth2008@live.com or 
call/text 320-444-1113 by 
noon Tuesday prior to 
church service. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
HARVEST MEAL 
Council will be holding a 
Harvest MEAL following 
worship on October 11. 
Meals can be eaten at 
church or delivered to fields!  

LUTHER CREST UPDATE 
Luther Crest Bible Camp and Camp Emmaus located south of Park Rapids 
have decided to become one unified camping organization with two distinct 
ministry locations. Both will retain their names and unique programming, 
however they will share a unified leadership, governance, finances and vision. 
The main reason for the collaboration is they need more room. They have more 
kids that want to camp than they can accommodate! 

RALLY SUNDAY THANK YOU! 
Thank you for supporting the Rally Sunday burger and brat feed! The funds raised go the 
Lutheran Men in Mission Account to make the wooden hope chests given to those being 
baptized into our congregation. 

mailto:office@eastzionlutheranchurch.org
mailto:soth2008@live.com
mailto:soth2008@live.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aouncements 
 PRAIRIE FIVE COMMUNITY 

ACTION 100 PEOPLE GIVE $1000 
CAMPAIGN 
Prairie Five is experiencing a higher demand for 
home-delivered meals then we have in 
available funding. We may need to transition 
individuals to a waitlist. The waitlist may 
include current & new participants. We are 
seeking private donations that will allow older 
adults to continue to receive meals in Big 
Stone, Chippewa, La Qui Parle, Swift and 
Yellow Medicine counties, rather than 
implement a waitlist. 
 
If you are interested in donating to the Prairie 
Five Meals Program, please mail donations to: 
Prairie Five Meals Program, PO Box 159, 
Montevideo, MN 56265. 
 
$100 can provide 16 hot or frozen home 
delivered meals! 

HABITAT HONKYTONK 
Habitat for Humanity of West central Minnesota is seeking raffle item  
donations for the HonkyTonk Benefit scheduled for Friday, October 23  
at The Wooden Silo near Murdock from 6-9PM. Live music by local  
band South 40. Raffle items are needed by September 30 and a  
scheduled pick up can be arranged if you cannot drop off in Willmar.  
Event tickets, rounds of golf, home services, themed baskets,  
memorabilia and or similar items (greater than $50 in value) are  
suggested. Phone 320-231-2704 with questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Reports 
Fr e Secretary…  

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
September 9, 2026 Congregational Council Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President, Stephanie Smith at 07:01 pm. 

Members Present: Stephanie Smith, Ryan Davidson, Rick Davidson, Brenda Nelson, Jim Ostlie, Laura 
Ostlie, Janine Ellingson, Betsy Anderson, 

Secretary’s Report by Janine Ellingson: The minutes from the July 2026meeting were approved as 
written. Betsy Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Jim Ostlie. No further 
questions. Motions approved unanimously. 

Treasurers Report by Jim Ostlie: Jim presented the treasurer’s report. Everything is current and 
financially we are doing fine. Jim contacted the different banks in Benson to discuss other banking 
options. This will be discussed under New Business. Ryan Davidson made a motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s report. Brenda Nelson seconded. No further questions. Motion approved unanimously. 

Pastor’s Report: No Report. 

President’s Report by Stephanie Smith: Stephanie reported that the congregation received a thank you 
card from Pastor Steve, who indicated that he and his family enjoyed their recent trip. Stephanie also 
 
Secretaries report continued on next page… 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
THANK YOU 
It was fantastic to see all 
the kids show up for Rally 
Sunday to begin the 
Sunday School year and 
to participate in the 
Blessing of the 
Backpacks. Let’s keep the 
momentum going! The 
more attendance we can 
get each Sunday, the 
better the experience it 
will be for all the kids, 
especially with the 
Christmas Program right 
around the corner. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretaries report continued… 
provided an update regarding discussions about the future of the Cooperative Parish. She recently met 
with representatives from the other two congregations to discuss ongoing planning and collaboration. 
East Zion and West Zion are scheduled to meet at the end of October to continue those discussions. At 
this time, all three congregations have indicated a willingness to continue with a shared pastor 
compensation model, with costs divided equally (33% each). Stephanie noted that efforts to secure 
pastoral leadership remain ongoing. Pastor cover has been arranged through the end of November while 
the search process continues. 
 
Trustee, Deacon and Board of Education Reports: 
 
Trustee Report: Trustees will take care of the smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors. 
Deacon Report: No Report. 
Board of Education Report: First day of Sunday school, September 13. They have the schedule set up for 
the year. The books are ready and the Christmas program is on track. Christmas Program is December 6. 
 
Old Business: 

• Emergency response plan: The church has received all smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
needed for the emergency preparedness plan. The trustees will determine the appropriate 
locations for installation. Once the locations have been established, Laura Larson will be notified 
so the information can be included in the emergency preparedness plans. The council also 
discussed storage of the plans and related materials. 

 
New Business: 

• Banking: Due to the acquisition of BMO Bank by First Citizens Bank, the council reviewed local 
banking options. Jim gathered information on services and interest rates from Benson-area 
financial institutions. Betsy Anderson moved to select Co-op Credit Union as the church’s banking 
institution. Janine Ellingson seconded the motion. No further questions. Motion approved 
unanimously. 

• Harvest Dinner: Sunday, October 11. 
• Bringing back the holden evening prayer: December 20th service. 

 
Announcements: None. 
 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Stephanie Smith at 7:47 pm. 
 
Next council meeting will be October 14, 2026 at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Janine Ellingson - Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Reports 
Fr e Treasurer… 

 
Yes, another banking update. Since the acquisition of certain BMO branches by First Citizens Bank, our 
church accounts would be getting new routing numbers, which means our checks, automatic payments, 
deposit stamps would all need to be replaced. I thought it would be a good time to bring up to council the 
banking options available in Benson to see if it would be in our best interest to stay at First Citizens or 
move our accounts to another institution. I provided a spreadsheet of each of the five institutions in 
Benson that described the pros and cons of each. Institutions included in the discussion were Fist 
Citizens Bank, Citizen’s Alliance Bank, Lake Central Bank, National Bank of Commerce and the Co-op 
Credit Union. Council unanimously decided to transfer our accounts to the Co-op Credit union after 
significant discussion. Fee’s at the credit union were low if any, interest on accounts was higher and 
dealing with people verses automatic recordings when challenges arise were the main reasons for the 
change. Please note that this change will not affect any of you that give online. 
 
Sincerely,    Jim Ostlie, Treasurer 

WELCA Reports 
Fr e Secretary… 

 
SOTH WELCA Meeting minutes for Sept. 15, 2026 
 
Members present: Marge Anderson, Louise Ferry, Gail Svor, Sherri Fahl and Deb Flaten. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President, Marge Anderson. Our WELCA Purpose Statement was read. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed report from Nov, 2025 through July, 2026. All expenses listed in our 2026 
budget have been paid through the end of 2026, except the last quarterly fee to our Synod and our quilt 
donation to Luther Crest. 
 
WELCA Secretary Report continued on next page… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA Secretary Report from previous page…  
 
Secretary’s report: Minutes from March 29, 2026 were read. No corrections or additions made. WELCA 
had a brief meeting in April but no minutes were recorded. 
 
Old Business: 

• Thank you Notes: Read/reviewed from Pastor Steve, LSS, Swift Co Food Shelf, Glacial Ridge 
Hospice, WELCA, and Heartland Girls Ranch. 

 
New Business: 

• Glacial Ridge Conference Women of the ELCA Fall Conference: Monday, Sept. 21, 2026 at Our 
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in Benson with registration beginning @4:30. Light Meal at 5pm. 
Program @6pm by LSS on “Homeless Youth”. Offering is 50% SWMN WELCA and 50% to LS 

• Harvest Meal: Will be Oct. 11th, 2026. WELCA will not provide cookies or bars for the meal , but 
will have a bake sale during the Harvest Meal. Baked items, canned goods, garden produce, craft 
items, etc. may be donated to this effort. 

 
Additional.upcoming.events¿ 
 

• GRV Cookie Walk: Dec. 5th, 2026. We will need cookies/Christmas goodies for this. 50 dozen was 
requested last year. 

• SW MN Synod Convention: May 1st, 2026 in Marshall, MN. We put together 28 school kits for this 
during our meeting today. 

 
2027 Officers: Discussion held. Gail Svor agreed to be President, with help. Debbie Flaten, treasurer. 
Sherri Fahl, Secretary. We are asking for additional volunteers. 
 
Next meeting: TBD. 
 
Prayer Concerns: Ray Anderson, Darlene Dergan, Carol and Phillip Skarsten, Sara and Jon Reich. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Sherri Fahl, Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that future financial reports will not include a Savings Account. We will be 
able to transfer dollars in between the Members Money Account and Checking account 

when needed. The October financial report only includes our new checking and 
members money account at the Co-op Credit Union in Benson. 


