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STAFF 
Contacts >>> 
Church  
201 Falcon Avenue 
Benson, MN 56215 
Phone: 320-843-843-3408 
Email: soth2008@live.com 
Website: 
https://www.shepherdofthehillslc.com 
 

1st Corinthians 13:2    “……If I have all faith so as to remove mountains 
but do not have love, I am nothing.”   
 
As we go through our Annual Meetings this month, I will use this verse 
from 1st Corinthians 13:2, hopefully to remind us again of what Jesus 
shows us as our priority.   
 
As we make decisions and choices throughout the year with our time, 
with our talents, with our finances, with our churches, I hope to lift up 
this verse and this section of 1st Corinthians 13, hopefully reminding us 
again and again of what Jesus shows us as our priority. 
 
It’s funny how easily we can get sidetracked from this, Jesus’s insistence 
on us loving our neighbors as ourselves.  It’s funny how we can look at 
the world through eyes of scarcity and convince ourselves to hold back, 
or to wish for the past, or to take care of ourselves first. 
 
But in Jesus, we see that LOVE DOES….  Love does something.  Love 
acts.  Love reaches.  Love leaps.  Love lives.  
 
Without it, we really aren’t church, are we?  We really aren’t who God 
has created us to be. Let’s see where Jesus’ love takes us this year! 
 
In Christ – Pr. Steve 
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Sunday, February 4 following worship. 
Potluck to follow! 
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CALENDAR 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS…  
Each Thursday: Zoom Bible Study @ 7PM 
Each Friday: Radio Devotions KSCR 93.5FM 
Every Monday-Thursday at 10AM: Facebook Daily Prayer 
 
Sunday, February 4:   9:30am – SOTH, ANNUAL MEETING, Potluck & Sunday School to follow 
     Third grade bibles given during worship 
Sunday, February 11:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 
Wednesday, February 14: 6:00PM - SOTH, Meal for all by youth followed by Ash Wednesday Service 

at 7PM 
Sunday, February 18:   9:30am – SOTH, Fellowship & Sunday School to follow 
Wednesday, February 21:  7:00PM Lenten Service, SOTH 
Sunday, February 25:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 
Sunday, March 3:   9:30am – SOTH, Fellowship & Sunday School to follow 
Wednesday, March 6:  7:00PM Lenten Service, SOTH 
Sunday, March 10:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 
Wednesday, March 13:  7:00PM Lenten Service, SOTH 
Sunday, March 17:   9:30am – SOTH, Fellowship & Sunday School to follow 
Wednesday, March 20:  7:00PM Lenten Service, SOTH 
Sunday, March 24:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 
Thursday, March 28:   7:00PM Maundy Thursday Service, SOTH 
Sunday, March 31:   Easter Breakfast at 830AM followed by worship at 9:30AM 
     WZ 8AM, EZ 11AM 
Sunday, April 7:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 
Sunday, April 14: CONFIRMATION/SENIOR RECOGNITION 9:30am – SOTH, Fellowship & 

Sunday School to follow 
Sunday, April 21:   WZ 9:30AM, EZ 11AM 

**Live stream on Facebook will continue at all 930AM worship services!** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
February 4: Hallie Kobbermann 
February 18: Kinsley Trump 
March 3: Kale Wrobleski 
March 17: Dylan Kent 
March 31: Logan Hight 
April 14: Hallie Kobbermann 
April 28: Kinsley Trump 
May 12: Logan Hight 
May 26: Dylan Kent 
 
 
  
 

SCHEDULES >>> 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

All classes are from 6:30-7:20PM on Wednesdays un�l Feb 7. No classes during lent, however youth are asked to 
atend Lenten services. 
 

COMPUTER SCHEDULE 
February 4: Kale Weobleski & Logan Hight 
February 18: Ryan & Camden Davidson 
March 3: Kinsley Trump & Lilly Ostlie 
March 17: Riley Ostlie & Tanner Nelson 
March 31: Maddie & Shelbie Anderson 
April 14: Landon Skarsten & Tyler Kent 
April 28: Hallee Kobbermann & Emily Reich 
May 12: Ryan & Camden Davidson 
May 26: Kale Wrobleski & Kinsely Trump 
 
 
  
 

WELCOME TRISTA NELSON 
 

Trista Nelson will be taking over Jim Ostlie’s role as 
office Secretary beginning in February. Welcome 
Trista! 



 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
January: Gail Svor & Connie Flaten 
February: Debbie Flaten & Ashley Skarsten 
March: Joyce Lagred & Lori Thompson 
April: Melissa Wrobleski & Jenny Trump 
 

FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE 
February 4: Steve & Roxanne Nelson/Scott & Catie Lee 
February 18: Jim & Laura Ostlie/Troy & Michelle Nelson 
March 3: Jonathan & Sherri Fahl/Erica & Nathan Hughes 
March 17: Marshall & Lisa Lagred/Ryan Davidson 
March 31: Easter 
April 14: Jason & Betsy Anderson/Bobby & Melissa Wrobleski 
April 28: Roy & Joyce Lagred/Rick & Jody Davidson 
May 12: Jon & Janine Ellingson/Bryant & Ashley Skarsten 
June 9: Mark Nelson/Jeff & Leslie Jacobson 
June 23: Mark & Emily Showalter/Brian & Karla Showalter 
 
Schedule starts over in July of 2024. 
 
 
  
 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

DAILY PRAYER TIME 

Monday through Friday at 10AM on 
Facebook. 

RADIO DEVOTIONS 
 

Fridays at Noon on KSCR 93.5. 

1ST COMMUNION SUNDAY AT SOTH MARCH 3  
The students and parents of our 4th and 5th graders are planning to have a very special service on Sunday, 
March 3rd, at 9:30am, in which all of us get to celebrate together the gift of Holy Communion.   
We will include our Lent Theme of: “God Surprises,” as we share in the Lord’s Supper. 
Students and Parents will have their 2nd class meeting on Sunday, Feb. 18, follow service that day.  Be sure to 
work ahead on the homework! 
 
 

LENT/HOLY WEEK/EASTER: “SURPRISING GOD” 
After such an unusual year of weather and other events, of course we have Lent and Easter coming quite early 
this year…..in fact Ash Wednesday is so early it is on Valentines Day! 
 
Therefore, our Lent theme: “Surprising God,”  should fit right in with our unpredictable daily lives!  Each week 
we will design our Sunday and Wednesday worship services around various Bible Stories of God surprising the 
world again and again with his unstoppable heart of love.  Therefore, our services will contain some surprises & 
twists……(don’t worry, nothing too crazy!) 
 
Also, don’t be surprised if you are asked to help in some ways with these unique services, even at one another’s 
churches.  Let’s make this a Lent and Easter to remember!!! 
Here’s our Lent and Holy Week Worship Schedule: 
 
 Wed., Feb. 14th – Ash Wednesday / Valentines Day Meal:  SOTH @ 6PM 
    Ash Wednesday Service:  SOTH @ 7pm 
 Feb. 21, 28;  Mar. 6,13, 20….. with no meals) Lenten Services at SOTH  

Palm Sunday, Mar. 17, 9:30am – SOTH;  
Maundy Thursday, Mar. 28: 4:00pm @ EZ;  7:00pm @ SOTH 
Good Friday, Mar. 29: 7:00pm @ WZ 
Easter, Mar. 31:  8am @ WZ;  9:30am @ SOTH;  11am @ EZ  

   
  
 
 

SATURDAY KIDS CLUB 
 

EZ, March 2 from 10AM-Noon! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ON-LINE GIVING OPTIONS 
Shepherd of the Hills has partnered  
with Tith.le to make it easier to give! Tith.le is 
recommended by the Southwest Synod of the 
ELCA and is notably safe. Tith.le offers 
automatic withdrawls, one time giving and 
more. Follow the link for easy step by step 
instructions. 
 
https://www.shepherdofthehillslc.com/giving 

CHURCH RENTAL 
Make sure to visit the website, speak with a church secretary or grab a facilities use policy contract from the Office 
door for to reserve the church or its tables and chairs for your special events! There are rental fee’s and deposits 
required for insurance purposes. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS >>> 

ELCA FOUNDATION INFORMATION 
Those interested wanting to learn more about what the 
Reverend Keith Pearson discussed during fellowship on Rally 
Sunday, please visit the Narthex for materials he provided. 
Keith is a fantastic individual to counsel on estate planning, 
giving and more! Feel free to contact him with questions at 
612-718-4197 or keith.pearson@elca.org. 

SIGN UP FOR WORSHIP READING 
Sign up in the Narthex if interested.  

PUBLICATION DEADLINES  
NEWSLETTER AND BULLETINS 
Email soth2008@live.com or call Trista Nelson at 320-220-2451 with announcements for  
newsletter by the Monday prior to our last service of the month and by the Tuesday before  
each service for bulletins. 
 
 

DEADLINES >>> 

GLACIAL RIDGE CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, March 10th, 3pm @ Trinity Lutheran Church, Alberta 
Each congregation in our Conference is asked to bring 6 church members.  This year, we are especially 
encouraging members who are involved in the Bible Studies, Christian Education or Sunday School in your 
congregation.   
 

A THANK YOU FROM LORNA NELSON 
Lorna Nelson would like to thank each and everyone that was able to attend fellowship on January 7 to celebrate 
her 90th birthday! She had a wonderful time and is blessed to have so many wonderful people in her life. The 
cake was delicious. 

BECOME A HEADSTART HERO 
Prairie Five Head Start is seeking financial contributions to improve programming. Reach out – 320-598-3118. 

mailto:soth2008@live.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

JAN 2024 
COUNCIL SECRETARY’S REPORT >>> 
JANINE ELLINGSON 
The meeting was called to order January 10, 2024, at 7:33 pm by President Stephanie Smith. 

Members Present:  Those present were, Troy Nelson, Betsy Anderson, Janine Ellingson, Laura Ostlie, Jim Ostlie, 
Laura Larson, Stephanie Smith, Melissa Wrobleski, Roxanne Carson, Pastor Steve Carmany 

Secretary’s Report by Janine Ellingson 

• Minutes from the December 2023 meeting were read by Janine Ellingson. Betsy Anderson made a motion 
to approve the minutes as written with a second by Melissa Wrobleski. 

 

Treasurers Report by Jim Ostlie 

• Treasurer, Jim Ostlie, presented the treasurer’s report.  Jim reported no bills have come through yet.  Jim 
will include any new expenses in the annual report.   Melissa Wrobleski made a motion to approve the 
treasurer’s report. Betsy Anderson seconded. No further discussion. Motion approved unanimously.   

 

Pastor’s Report by Steve Carmany:   

• The computer system is now set for livestreaming using both computers hooked together.  Pastor Steve 
will schedule a training for how to use the updated system.  There will be some small construction changes 
in the balcony space to add a ledge to house the computers. Rick Davidson is kindly taking that task on.  

o One change of workflow with the computer streaming, there has to be a power point presentation 
created and utilized for streaming to work.  Melissa Wrobleski kindly volunteered to assist Pastor 
Steve with preparing these presentations.   

 
President’s Report by Stephanie Smith:  

• No report. 

Council Secretary’s Report continued on next page… 

REPORTS >>> 

CALL FOR PRAYERS 
Sid & Sandy Nyhusmoen, Karla Showalter 

MONTHLY COMMUNION TIME IN BENSON 
Last month, Pastor Steve held an informal communion service at Scofield Place Assisted Living, next to the Benson 
Hospital.  It was nice to have people from all three of our churches communing together, residents at Scofield 
Place and others from the community. 
We will now make this a monthly time of communion on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, 1:00pm, in the library 
area at Scofield Place. 
All are welcome, past the word!  

 

JAN 2024 
COUNCIL TREASURER’S REPORT >>> 
JIM OSTLIE 
Please see financial spreadsheets at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Secretary’s Report Continued… 
 

Trustee, Deacon and Board of Education Reports 

• Trustee Report: Snow has arrived and thank you to the volunteers for helping with the snow removal. 
• Deacon Report:  No Report.   
• Board of Education Report: Sunday school resumed after the holidays.  Children will be learning a song 

with the bells for Easter Service. 
 

Old Business 

•  Annual Meeting.   
o Held on February 4, 2024, following service. Please join us for a potluck after the annual meeting. 
o Jim needs reports from everyone by January 21st to have time to put the Annual Meeting report 

together and time to print. 
 

New Business:  

• Nominating committee.  This committee did meet. We will vote on new council members at the annual 
meeting, February 4, 2024. These new council members will take on their new responsibilities effective in 
March 2024.  

• New Member Approval:  Mathew & Melanie Siefkes of Sunburg, MN.   
o Jim Ostlie made a motion to approve the new members.  Betsy Anderson seconded. No further 

discussion. Motion approved unanimously.   We would like to welcome Matt and Mel to Shepard 
of the Hills. Congratulations also for the birth of their baby boy.  

• First Communion Classes:  The next class is in February (during Sunday School hours).  
• Summer Youth Trip Update:  A group of kids is interested in the summery youth trip and their choice is to 

go to Duluth at the end of July. More details to come.  
• Council Meeting Dates: Council has been meeting on Wednesday evenings, but we are going to change to 

have council meetings following service.  Here are the dates we will be meeting: 
o February 18th   - May: Skip  -August 4th   
o March 17th    -June 9th  
o April 28th   -July 7th 

• Important Events to remember: 
o February 4th: Third Grade Bibles given. 
o April 14th:  Confirmation and Senior Recognition 

 

Announcements:  None. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

Motioned to Adjourn at 8:41 pm.   

Next meeting will be Sunday, February 18, 2023, following church service.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAN 2024 
WELCA TREASURER’S REPORT >>> 
MARGE ANDERSON 
No report submitted at time of printing. 
 
 

 JAN 2024 
WELCA SECRETARY’S REPORT >>> 
SHERRI FAHL 
 
SOTH WELCA Meeting minutes for January 21, 2024 
Members present:  Marge Anderson, Debbie Flaten, Gail Svor and Sherri Fahl. 
 
Meeting was called to order and WELCA purpose statement was read by Marge Anderson, WELCA president.    
Treasurer’s report was read and approved with current balance of $482.13 in checking. Thank-yous were 
received from Heartland Girl’s Ranch, Safe Avenues, Lutheran World Relief Glacial Ridge Home Care and Hospice 
and Centra Care Swift County Hospice for our donations. 
 
Old Business:    

-2024 WELCA booklets:  being finalized by Gail Svor.   
-Annual Meeting Potluck:  Will be held February 4th.  Asking for volunteers to help serve this.   

 
New Business:   

-2024 WELCA officers:  Marge Anderson, President;  Louise Ferry, Vice President;  Secretary, Sherri Fahl, 
Treasurer, Debbie Flaten, Brenda Nelson, assistant treasurer.   Brenda will continue as card lady and 
Marge Anderson for mission action.  Gail Svor will be our new historian and join Debbie Flaten on the 
kitchen committee.  Leslie Jacobson will continue with Congregational Ministry and Jane Petrak with 
Glenwood Retirement Village.  Need one additional representative for GRV. 
-Altar Guild:  We will decrease apple juice cups in communion trays to 3, to decrease waste.  Reminder:  -
-When candle oil is down to one full gallon, notify WELCA treasurer so can be reordered. 
-Lutheran World Relief Projects for In-Kind donations:  These are to be ready to donate at the SW MN 
Synod Convention on May 4th.   
-Personal Care Kits:  In need of 50 additional bars of bath size soap and light weight bath towels 
(between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended.   
-Back Packs:  In need of blunt scissors, black pens (not ball point), pencil sharpeners, erasers and rulers.  
We will order sting back packs.   
-Quilts:  Terri Jergenson is working on these and will need help with finishing them. 

 
Committee Reports: 
Kitchen Committee:  Need Kool-Aid or Crystal Light.  Debbie will check for additional supply needs.   
Upcoming Events:  SW MN Synod Convention:  will be held May 4th at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 
Redwood Falls.  We will cohost the Glacial Ridge WELCA Spring Gathering at Chippewa Falls, date pending. 
Prayer Concerns: Harold, Harriet and Mike Jacobson and their families, Sid and Sandy Nyhusmoen, Karla 
Showalter.   
Next WELCA meeting:  February 18, 2024 following church service.    
 
Respectfully submitted by Sherri Fahl, Secretary. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


