
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOTH June 2026 

Information & Contacts 
Pastor Steve Carmany 
507-828-3702 
carmanysteve@gmail.com 
 
Office Secretaries 
Betsy Anderson 
320-444-2425 
betsyanderson3@hotmail.com 
 
J im Ostlie 
320-444-1113 
jtostlie@yahoo.com 
 
Custodians 
Stephanie Smith – SOTH 
320-766-3945 
Gary & Connie Williams – WZ 
320-843-4417 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church (SOTH) 
201 Falcon Avenue 
Benson, MN 56215 
320-843-3408 
soth2008@live.com 
www.shepherdofthehillslc.com 
Facebook:  
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church ELCA 

West Zion Lutheran Church (WZ) 
29190 357th Avenue 
Hancock, MN 56244 
320-239-4195 
wzlutheranchurch@gmail.com 
www.westzionlutheranchurch.com 
Facebook: 
West Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Meage 
By Pastor Steve Carmany 

“Grateful & Blessed” 
    
“Therefore, encourage one another and build each other 
up, just as in fact you are doing.1 Thessalonians 5:11 
I am so grateful to have been able to share these last seven 
years with all of you!  After announcing my retirement plans 
a week or so ago, it has really struck me how blessed 
Leanne and I have been to be included in your lives. We 
have felt loved and appreciated, lifted up and inspired. We 
thank you and will continue to think of you as friends. 
 
And yet, I am also aware of how often you make many 
other people feel this same way!  You are congregations 
and families and individuals who build up one another, and 
include others into your circles.  You are good at being the 
Body of Christ in this corner of God’s Creation! 
    
Continued on next page… 
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Parish Calendar 
SOTH 
Sunday, June 7  11 am – Worship 
Sunday, June 21  11 am – Worship 
Sunday, July 5   11 am – Worship 
Sunday, July 19  11 am – Worship – Pastor Steve’s last Sunday 
Sunday, August 2  11 am – Worship 
 

WEST ZION  
Sunday, June 7  9 am – Worship 
Sunday, June 21  9 am – Worship 
Sunday, July 5   9 am – Worship 
Sunday, July 19  9 am – Worship – Pastor Steve’s last Sunday 
Sunday, August 2  9 am – Worship 
 

EAST ZION  
Sunday, June 14  11 am-Worship 
Sunday, June 28  11 am-Worship 
Sunday, July 12  11 am-Worship – Pastor Steve’s last Sunday 
Sunday, July 26  11 am-Worship 
Sunday, August 9  11 am-Worship 
 

SCANDI HAVEN BIBLE STUDY  
Wednesday, June 10  12:45 PM 
Wednesday, June 24  12:45 PM 
 

Pastor’s Meage Ctinued… 
I will keep enjoying these last two months as your pastor, and will cherish each of you long after I 
retire.  Of course, our relationships will change in the years to come, since I won’t be your pastor 
and won’t be returning for any pastoral acts.  But our paths will probably cross as friends a time or 
two or more, since we will continue to live in Clara City. 
     
And all of you will continue to be a blessing to others, just as you have been all your lives! 
    
In Christ – Pr. Steve 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Worship services are live streamed on the 
Facebook page of each specific church. 

Search and follow East Zion Lutheran, 
West Zion Lutheran or Shepherd of the 

Hills ELCA. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
STEVE NELSON, MARGE ANDERSON, SARA & JON REICH, SUE CARSON & PHILIP SKARSTEN 

 

Schedule Aignments 
SOTH Computer Operators & Acolyte Schedule 
   Computer      Acolyte 
June 7   Aletta Larson & Adult (TBD) 
June 21  Lily Wrobleski & Adult (TBD) 
July 5   Adult (TBD) 
July 19   Logan Hight & Adult (TBD) 
August 2  Coy Kobbermann & Adult (TBD) 
August 16  Jacey Reich & Adult (TBD) 
August 30  Blake Larson & Adult (TBD) 
 
SOTH Fellowship Schedule 
No fellowship during summer months. 
 
SOTH Altar Guild 
June   Marge Anderson/Roxanne Nelson 
July   Linda Amlie/Jane Petrak 
August   Tammy Thompson/Doreen Thompson 
September  Sheri Fahl/Brenda Nelson 
October  Janine Ellingson/Laura Ostlie 
November  Joyce Lagred/Tammy Thompson 
December  Dee Baird/WELCA Officers 
 
 
 

Thursday Zoom Bible Study starts a New Series:  The Book of Genesis 
Everyone is encouraged jump on board this weekly, 6pm Zoom Bible Study. They are starting a 
New Adventure, walking through the Old Testament Book of Genesis. This will be sure to give 
plenty of new insights and fun conversation, surrounding the variety of stories contained in this 
First Book of the Bible, including: The Creation of the World; Noah and the Ark; Abraham & Sarah; 
Isaac &.Rebeckah; Jacob & Esau & Rachael & the 12 Sons…  
Here’s the Zoom Link for all the sessions:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87481147239?pwd=ouZwghZ84aO7jPQxnZXRPEwBqrPGgZ.1 
 

Please.note?. 
if.you.are.unable.to.
fulfill.a.scheduled.
duty?.please.find.
someone.to.take.

your.place* 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87481147239?pwd=ouZwghZ84aO7jPQxnZXRPEwBqrPGgZ.1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aouncements 
 

 
MAY 10 SOTH CELEBRATED THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION OF 6 MEMBERS 
2026 graduates include (L-R):  
Tate Kobbermann, Benson, son of Dan & Tiffany Kobbermann 
Riley Ostlie, Benson, son of Jim & Laura Ostlie 
Tanner Nelson, Benson, son of Troy & Michelle Nelson 
Landon Skarsten, Benson, son of Bryant & Ashley Skarsten 
Shelbie Anderson, KMS, daughter of Jason & Betsy Anderson 
Emily Reich, Benson, daughter of Jon & Sara Reich 

 
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! BEST WISHES IN YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS! 

 
 

MAY 10 SOTH CONFIRMED 5 MEMBERS 
The 2026 Confirmand class include:  
BR L-R: Pastor Steve Carmany, Blake Larson, the son of Chris & Laura Larson, Coy 
Kobbermann, the son of Dan and Tiffany Kobbermann, FR L-R: Jacey Reich, the daughter of 
Jon & Sara Reich, Lily Wrobleski, the daughter of Bobby & Melissa Wrobleski, & Aletta 
Larson, the daughter of Trista Hess & Justin Larson 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations in affirming 
your faith on this day! 

Our congregation if proud of 
your accomplishment! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aouncements 
 

 
EAST ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH INFORMATION 
28745 County Road 10 
Starbuck, MN 56381 
Phone: 320-239-4195 
Email: office@eastzionlutheranchurch.org 
Interim Administrative Assistant: Mary Jo Forbord 
Custodian: Sandy Knutson, 320-843-4342 
Website: eastzionlutheranchurch.org 
Facebook: East Zion Lutheran Church 

SOTH CHURCH RENTAL 
Make sure to visit the 
website, speak with a church 
secretary or grab a facility use 
policy contract from the 
church office door to reserve 
the church, its tables and or 
chairs for your special events! 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Material for newsletters must 
be emailed to 
soth2008@live.com or 
call/text 320-444-1113 by the 
20th of each month.  

ON-LINE GIVING OPTIONS 
To make it easier to give, SOTH and West Zion have partnered with Tith.le. Tith.le offers 
automatic withdrawals from an account of your choice or from a credit card. Visit the Shepherd 
of the Hills website under giving or the West Zion website under give to learn more and sign up! 
Tith.le is recommended by the Southwest Synod of the ELCA and is notably safe! 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Announcements for 
bulletins must be emailed 
to soth2008@live.com or 
call/text 320-444-1113 by 
noon Tuesday prior to 
church service. 

FREE PIANO AT WEST ZION 
If interested, contact a council member! 

MAY 10 PRE-SERVICE PIANO RECITALS 
Piano teacher Stephanie Smith had three of her students participate in a recital before worship 
service on May 10. Students playing were Lane Larson, Claire Larson and Ellis Felt. 

mailto:office@eastzionlutheranchurch.org
mailto:soth2008@live.com
mailto:soth2008@live.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 SWMN SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
Begins at 1130AM, Friday, June 5 and ends at 5PM,  
Saturday June 6 at Gustavus Adolphus College and online  
via Zoom. This year’s theme is Grounded in Hope. The  
synod asks that we have one or two voting members in attendance based on  
our congregations size, plus one youth voting member (under 18) and one  
voting young adult (ages 18-30). Early rate registration by April 10 is $175 per  
person. Price increases to $225 on April 11. There are options to stay on the  
Gustavus campus for $60 (single room) or $45 (double twin bedroom) or  
there are motel (Americinn, Best Western Plus, Konsbruk Hotel) options in  
St. Peter. On campus housing does include bedding or private bathrooms. 

LUTHER CREST BIBLE CAMPS 
Do you have youth interested in attending summer camp? Luther 
Crest in Alexandria has camps for all ages and can be for a single 
day, a week or anywhere in between! Visit www.luthercrest.org 
for details and registration. Information is also available on the 
Narthex table. Scholarships are also available for those who 
qualify and can be found on the Luther Crest website. Swimming, 
campfires, games, crafts, bible study, great food and great 
friends! With that said, bring a friend! Happy camping! 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT SOTH 
VBS at SOTH will take place the first full week of June (June 1-4) from  
5:00-7:30PM. Free to all youth grades K-6. Each evening a meal will be  
provided from 5-5:30pm, followed by Bible Stories, Music, Crafts, Fun  
& Games, and a lot of Christian Love! 
 
Volunteer sign-up sheets will be on the SOTH Narthex table. Also, let Laura (320-760-4203) or 
the church office know (soth2008@live.com) the names and ages of children planning to 
come. Friends are always welcome to register as well! Thank you, Laura, for organizing this 
looked forward to event for our youth! 
 

SCANDI HAVEN BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES!   
Wednesdays, 12:45pm.  May 27, June 10 & 24 
We will continue to hold mid-day Bible Studies in the chapel at Scandi Haven, every other 
Wednesday through June, from 12:45-1:45pm.  This is a series on the Bible stories describing 
Jesus’ appearances throughout the 40 days after his resurrection.  All Are Welcome!! 

http://www.luthercrest.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aouncements  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Reports 
Fr e Secretary…  
May 21, 2026 Congregational Council Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Stephanie Smith at 07:05 pm. 
 
Members Present: Pastor Steve, Stephanie Smith, Rick Davidson, Ryan Davidson, Troy Nelson, Brenda 
Nelson, Jim Ostlie, Laura Larson, Laura Ostlie, Janine Ellingson 
 
Secretary’s Report by Janine Ellingson 

• The minutes from the April 2026 meeting were reviewed. Betsy Anderson made a motion to 
approve the minutes with a second by Brenda Nelson. No further questions. Motion approved 
unanimously. 

 
Treasurers Report by Jim Ostlie 

• Jim presented the treasurer’s report. We are on track with where we were last year. Ryan Davidson 
made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. Betsy Anderson seconded. No further questions. 
Motion approved unanimously. 

 
Pastor’s Report by Steve Carmany: 

• A week ago Pastor Steve announced his retirement. July 19 will be his last Sunday. 
• Pastor had an opportunity to visit with several members from our congregation he hadn’t visited 

with in a while. In addition, he was able to visit with the confirmation students and the graduates. 
• Pastor Steve is going to be on vacation on June 21. We have coverage for our services that day. 
• Bible Charts, Maps & Timelines book was brought to our council meeting as a “show and tell” 

item. 
• May 21 church service will be indoors now. 
•  

President’s Report by Stephanie Smith: 
• No Report. 

 
Trustee, Deacon and Board of Education Reports: 
 

• Trustee Report: No report. 
• Deacon Report: No Report. 

 
 
Secretaries.report.continued.on.next.page•  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Reports 
Fr e Treasurer… 

 
Please see the last few pages of the newsletter for account balances.  
 
Sincerely,    Jim Ostlie, Treasurer 

Secretaries.report.continued•  
• Board of Education Report: Laura has been planning VBS which is set for June 1-4. The 

confirmation students expressed some interest in a short adventure to Sioux Falls again at the 
Banquet. They are looking at early July. Laura Larson balanced the Luther League budget and we 
are sitting very good - $8,219.07 between checking and savings. 

 
Old Business: 

• Succession planning. There has been some discussion about an interim pastor in a near 
congregation that will be completing his interim. The synod is aware of this and is on the radar for a 
possible consideration for our congregations. There is a “call” process for replacing a retiring 
pastor. A member of congregation cannot do the recruiting as it has to come from the Synod. 

• There was a Parish advisory meeting on April 28th. This meeting’s focus was to provide information 
on various ways of attracting new pastors and what pastors are looking for. The discussion was 
around different models that work, sharing a pastor, and looking ahead to prepare lay members for 
interim leadership roles as well as other preparations prior to Pastor Steve’s departure. 

• Emergency Plan: Laura Larson is still working through the emergency management plan 
 
New Business: 

• Jim Ostlie made a motion to purchase four of the Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps & Time Lines 
books presented by Pastor Steve. Betsy Anderson seconded. No further questions. Motion 
approved unanimously. 

• Motion was made to approve Pastor Steve’s vacation request for June 21 by Rick Davidson and 
seconded by Laura Larson. No further questions. Motions approved unanimously. 

 
Announcements: None 
 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Stephanie Smith at 8:02 pm. 
 
Next council meeting will be June 10, 2026 at 7 pm. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


